[Result and indication of photodynamic therapy in the treatment of malignant tumors--analysis of 165 patients].
Evaluation of the effect of photodynamic therapy (PDT) on cancers is presented. Indication of PDT in the treatment of 165 cancer patients, including 68 superficial, 33 head and neck, 57 bladder and 7 other cancers treated from Sept. 1981 through 1985 is reported. The overall effective rate was 83.6%. The immediate response rates were as follows: complete response 58.2%, marked response 13.3%, mild response 12.1% and no response 16.4%. The longest cancer-free survival was over six years. Based on this material the indications of PDT on cancer are suggested as: 1. superficial and early cancers; 2. orifice obstruction in the alimentary or respiratory tract; 3. local residual or recurrent cancer after surgery or radiotherapy; 4. bladder cancer. The disadvantages of PDT are discussed.